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reference was made in an earlier chapter. Smollett, always
irritable and combative, retorted by a needlessly coarse
and venomous pamphlet, in which, under the name of
" Habbakkuk Hilding, Justice, Dealer and Chapman,"
Bidding was attacked with indescribable brutality. ATX-
other, and seemingly unprovoked, adversary whom the
Journal of the War brought upon him was Bonnel Thorn-
ton, afterwards joint-author with George Column of the
Otmnoimur, who, in a production Btyled Have at you All;
or, The Drnri/ Lam Journal, lampooned Sir Alexander
with remarkable rancour and assiduity* Mr, Lawrence has
treated those " quarrels of authors" at some length; and
they alao have aomo record in the curious collections of
the elder Disraeli* Aa a general rule, Fielding was far
hm personal and much more scrupulous in his choice of
weapons than those who assailed him; but the conflict
was an undignified one, and, as Scott has justly said,
"neither party would obtain honour by an inquiry into
the cause or conduct of its hostilities."

la the enumeration of Fielding's works it Is somewhat
difficult (if due proportion be observed) to assign any real
importance to efforts like the Cov^nfaCfardm Journal*
Compared with his novels, they are insignificant enough,
But even the worst work of such a man is notable in its
way; and Fielding's contributions to the Journal are by
no meauR to be despised, They are shrewd lay sermons,
often exhibiting much out-of-the-way erudition, and nearly
alwaya distinguished by some of his personal qualities.
lit No. 88, on " Profanity," there is a character-sketch
which, for vigor and vitality, is worthy of his best days;
nnd ttioro In alao a very thoughtful paper on " Beading,"
containing a kindly reference to a the ingenious Author of
af* which should have mollified that implacable
9* Richardson.
